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WELCOME TO 2017



Hello and welcome to 2017. To all the schools, some of whom have been seeing 
our shows for over 40 years, thank you again for your enthusiastic and continual 
support. We understand the rigorous organisation that takes place to have our 
performances and we are grateful and honoured to contribute to the creative 
learning of your students and to the vibrant ecology of your school. For those 
of you who are reading this for the first time, hopefully 2017 is the year in which 
you will experience the exceptional standard of our work or you may even 
perhaps start a dialogue with us about the needs of your particular curriculum or 
unit.

2016 saw The Grin and Tonic Theatre Troupe tour to Montreal to perform  
The 7 Stages of Grieving at the International Performing Arts for Youth. As a 
follow up we have invited the Queensland Theatre Company on board for a 
National tour in 2017 which includes a week at the Sydney Opera House. 

2016 has been a packed year of workshops, residencies and shows throughout 
Queensland and Northern New South Wales. I was very lucky to direct two 
mainhouse productions for the Queensland Theatre Company -  
St Mary’s In Exile (written by one of our in-house writers David Burton and 
featuring ex-Grin and Tonic actor Ben Warren and The 7 Stages of Grieving 
powerhouse Chenoa Deemal) and Much Ado About Nothing (which featured 
past Grin and Tonic actors Mark Conaghan and Hayden Jones as the bumbling 
villains Borachio and Don John). In addition to hosting concerts for the 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra’s Education programs and appearing in the 
World Science Festival alongside screen and stage legend Alan Alda, I was very 
proud to be one of Helensvale State High School’s Resident Artists for the third 
year running. Long term partnerships and dialogue between schools and our 
company are deeply rewarding and fruitful for all.

In 2017 we bring you 5 new shows. For the Shakespeare fans we have  
Hamlet/Macbeth and the Complete Deaths, Romeo and Juliet Must Die and  
The Lunatic, The Lover and The Loon.  
 
In keeping with our previous History and Australian Identity shows we bring you 
Our Place which is a celebration of multiculturalism in the 21st century through 
poetry, song and story. And last but not least, I am very proud to announce 
that we will be producing the play Hoods by Angela Betzien. Angela is one of 
Australia’s great playwrights and Hoods is a mash up of social issues with both 
highly poetic and low level language. 

Have a safe and rewarding 2016 and we hope to see you in 2017.

Jason Klarwein
Artistic Director



It was awesome! The students were blown away 
by the two actor show.  
- Susan Sherlock, Ipswich SHS.



Stage Combat

Cinematic Theatre

Contemporary Shakespeare

By Jason Klarwein 

Can you smell the scent of death in the air? It lingers 
under the stairs, on the battlements and at the 
dinner table. 

Immerse yourself in the haunted worlds of  
Hamlet and Macbeth where fear, power and violence 
rule. Unlock the inner workings of human nature at 
its most extreme. What stops Hamlet from seeking 
revenge and killing his Uncle? What motivates 
Macbeth to kill his best mate?

Two intrepid actors take on the task of reinterpreting 
the great roles of Hamlet and Macbeth. As their 
understanding of these two great Shakespearean 
thrillers improves, the body count rises to the point 
where they might try to act out all the deaths ever 
written by Shakespeare with hilarious consequences.

Exploring issues of fate and free will, consequence and choice; 
this thrilling ghostly ride is terrifying, spooky and ridiculous.

HAMLET/MACBETH 
AND THE COMPLETE DEATHS

SUITABLE  
FOR YR 10-12

SECONDARY  
ENGLISH & DRAMA 50min

THEMES:  
APPEARANCE VS REALITY, VIOLENCE, 
CORRUPTION, REVENGE, AMBITION,  
THE TRAGIC FLAW, POWER,  
FATE VS FREE WILL

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS: 
LITERACY, CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 
THINKING, PERSONAL AND SOCIAL 
CAPABILITIES



We were so impressed by the quality of the actors, content 
and production. We’re definitely re-booking!  
- Megan Kozak, St Eugenes



ROMEO & JULIET MUST DIE

Physical Theatre

Elizabethan Theatre

By David Burton
A pair of star-cross’d lovers take their life… 
Or do they?
 
What if they could change their own history.  
What if you could go back in time and rediscover 
what went wrong?
 
These lovers get one chance to relive their story, 
in all of its passion, tragedy, truth and violence. 
Romeo and Juliet frantically try to unravel the tragic 
error of their ways, with the only tool they have, 
Shakespeare’s dark blueprint of their life. Over 50 
minutes they try and navigate and weave their way 
out of the tragic ending that has been played out 
over and over again.
 
What if Romeo received the fateful message from 
Friar Laurence? What if Tybalt didn’t kill Mercutio? 
But does the course of true love hang in lady 
destiny? Or do they have the power to change it all?

Exploring issues of fate, destiny, love, loss and lust,  
Romeo and Juliet Must Die takes students deep into 
the text and the twisted world of Romeo and Juliet.

Contemporary Shakespeare

SUITABLE  
FOR YR 7-12

SECONDARY  
ENGLISH & DRAMA 50min

THEMES:  
APPEARANCE VS REALITY, VIOLENCE, 
CORRUPTION, REVENGE, AMBITION,  
THE TRAGIC FLAW, POWER,  
FATE VS FREE WILL

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS: 
LITERACY, CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 
THINKING, PERSONAL AND SOCIAL 
CAPABILITIES



Cometh the hour, cometh the comedian. Riotously funny.
- Martin Buzzacott, The Australian



THE LUNATIC, THE LOVER 
AND THE LOON

By Jason Klarwein
From the Director of Queensland Theatre Company’s 
critically acclaimed Much Ado About Nothing comes 
the Lunatic, the Lover and The Loon.

Forget the doom and gloom and let us shine a red 
nose on Shakespeare’s finest fools and revel in the 
comedic genius of Shakespeare’s most irreverent 
and beloved characters.

Meet Bully Bottom and Feste the clown. The vixen 
lover’s Touchstone and Audrey. The Shrewish 
Katherine and her arrogant suitor Petruchio with his 
foolish servant in tow. Jack Cade and his merry band 
of idiots, and of course Dogberry and Verges the 
loveable keepers of the peace.

Often comically tragic, hysterically funny and incredibly 
stupid, Shakespeare’s lunatics, lovers and fools show us a side 
of humanity that we can all laugh at, weep at, and have that 
thought - ‘I’m glad I’m not that guy’.  For those who love sleek 
slapstick and witty wise storytellers, these movable characters 
will weave their comedy magic over you.

Clowning / Slapstick

Contemporary Shakespeare

Stage Combat

SUITABLE  
FOR YR 7-12

SECONDARY  
ENGLISH & DRAMA 50min

THEMES:  
APPEARANCE VS REALITY, VIOLENCE, 
CORRUPTION, REVENGE, AMBITION,  
THE TRAGIC FLAW, POWER,  
FATE VS FREE WILL

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS: 
LITERACY, CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 
THINKING, PERSONAL AND SOCIAL 
CAPABILITIES



Do not adjust your sets. 
There’s nothing wrong with the picture… This is happening! 
Waleed Aly - on winning the 2016 Gold Logie



OUR PLACE

Australian Literature/Poetry

Collage Drama

Australian History/Identity

By Jason Klarwein and Kellie Lazarus
Journey to our country, our place, our people.  
The smell of freshly mown grass and the sounds of shunting 
sprinklers echo through the streets of suburbia.  
Past the insects buzzing at the window, the glow of the 
television set draws us into the homes and lives of Our Place. 

Using multimedia and miniature models, this show 
celebrates our unique identities and our diverse 
culture. It explores our social fabric and questions 
what divides and unites us. Our Place includes 
an eclectic collage of poetry, story and song 
from Australia’s best known heritage writers and 
contemporary voices. 

A funny, ridiculous and deeply insightful look at what 
it means to be Australian in 2017.

SUITABLE  
FOR YR 5-9

MIDDLE ENGLISH, 
DRAMA & ETHICS 50min

THEMES:  
OUR LAND, OUR LANDSCAPE, 
ABORIGINAL CULTURE, GRIEF, RACISM, 
HISTORY, REFUGEES, IMMIGRANTS

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS: 
LITERACY, ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES AND 
CULTURE, ETHICAL UNDERSTANDING, 
CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING, 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CAPABILITIES, 
AUSTRALIAN ENGAGEMENT WITH ASIA



Betzien’s capacity is to capture massively complex, political
concerns and distil them into theatrical poetry.
And she’s funny.
 - The Australian



HOODS

By Angela Betzien
From the creators of Children of the Black Skirt 
comes a contemporary tale of Hansel and Gretel.

Each night two hoods ride a train to a wrecking yard 
on the outskirts of the city. Here, in this cemetery of 
stories, they are storytellers with the power to fast 
forward, pause and rewind. Tonight, they tell the 
story of three kids left in a car.

Rewind. It’s Friday, KFC night and the last day of 
school before Christmas. Kyle, Jessie and baby 
brother Troy are waiting in the car for their mum. 
As night approaches the car park takes on a dark 
and sinister aspect filled with strange and familiar 
characters. The shopping centre closes, Mum still 
hasn’t returned and the baby won’t stop crying.

Exploring issues of poverty and family violence, 
Hoods is a suburban tale of survival and solidarity 
against the odds.

Epic Theatre

Contemporary Political Theatre

Physical Theatre

SUITABLE  
FOR YR 7-12

ENGLISH, 
DRAMA & ETHICS 50min

THEMES:  
POVERTY, VIOLENCE, SURVIVAL

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS: CRITICAL & 
CREATIVE THINKING, LITERACY, PERSONAL & SOCIAL 
AND CAPABILITIES, ETHICAL UNDERSTANDING



The text, flawless. The actor, close to perfection.
       ------------ -  
- Crikey



THE 7 STAGES 
OF GRIEVING

By Wesley Enoch and Deborah Mailman
Remaining a vital masterwork 20 years after it was penned by 
Wesley Enoch and Deborah Mailman, this new adaption of The 7 
Stages of Grieving, is a wise and powerful play about the grief of 
Aboriginal people and the hope of reconciliation. 

In this one-everywoman show, Indigenous actor Chenoa Deemal 
spins poignant stories of different people from different mobs – tear-
streaked tales of tragedy go hand-in-hand with jubilant celebrations 
of simple survival.

Funny, devastatingly sad, politically relevant and culturally profound 
as it traverses the phases of Aboriginal history, The 7 Stages of 
Grieving is an invitation to face hard truths, to join hands and grieve.

The 7 Stages of Grieving is a Grin and Tonic Theatre Troupe and 
Queensland Theatre Company co-production touring nationally to 
theatres in 2017

“Ten seconds into Jason Klarwein’s magnificent new production of 
The 7 Stages of Grieving, and you’re hooked by the sense of history. 
Humble, decent and engaging, Deemal is the personification of the 
play’s inclusive message: that what drives superficial anger is, in 
reality, an enduring sense of grief.” 

- THE AUSTRALIAN

Contemporary Political Theatre

One- Person Show

Traditional Storytelling

SUITABLE  
FOR YR 7-12

SECONDARY 
ENGLISH & DRAMA 50min

THEMES:  
FAMILY, STOLEN GENERATION, 
ABORIGINAL CULTURE, RECONCILIATION, 
GRIEF, RACISM, HISTORY, MUSIC & SONG

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS: 
LITERACY, ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES AND 
CULTURE, ETHICAL UNDERSTANDING, 
CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING, 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CAPABILITIES
 



An intricate process, fantastic energy, and already
understanding of key theories in one double session.
- Lydia Patterson, All Hallows



WORKSHOPS

Our approach to workshops is simple; connecting 
experienced professional artists with teachers 
and young people to accelerate learning and 
understanding of the theatrical form. Our workshops 
are run by some of the most experienced workshop 
facilitators in the country and we can create any 
workshop to cater for your needs.

In 2017 we are offering a suite of workshops that can 
stand-alone or enhance the experience for students 
watching our shows.

Alternatively, if you would like us to create a tailored 
workshop for your class please contact us. 

We also offer workshops in PLAYWRITING, 
PHYSICAL THEATRE, DIRECTING, 
POETRY, GREEK THEATRE, VOICE 
WORK, NATURALISM, CLOWNING, 
IMPROVISATION and ACTING SKILLS.

SUITABLE  
FOR YR 7-12

ENGLISH, DRAMA 
& ETHICS 90min



HAMLET/MACBETH AND THE 
COMPLETE DEATHS
Experience a deeper look into the 
tragic characters of Shakespeare 
featured in Hamlet and Macbeth. This 
workshop explores the language and 
characterisation of Shakespeare’s 
tragic protagonists and gives students 
a visceral approach to unlocking 
character and language through 
movement.

THE LUNATIC, THE LOVER 
AND THE POET 

“Dying is easy, comedy is hard”

This comedy and slapstick workshop 
will give students the fundamental 
skills of comedic timing, slapstick and 
clown through Shakespeare’s fools. 
Through physical exercises linked 
to Shakespeare’s language students 
will investigate and understand how 
to unlock the hysterically funny and 
foolish nature of Shakespeare’s clowns. 

OUR PLACE
“The true poem rests between the 
words” – Vanna Bonta

This poetry workshop will teach 
students now only how to understand 
poetry but how to bring it to life in 
a theatrical way. Through a series of 
exercise students will dissect and bring 
to life a piece of poetry from Our Place 
and find the meaning between the 
words in a physical and performative 
way. 

ROMEO AND JULIET MUST DIE 

Take an in depth look at the language 
and characters of Romeo and Juliet. In 
this workshop students will look at the 
characters of Romeo and Juliet and 
unlock the language in a visceral and 
physical way.

PERFORMANCE ADD-ON



STAND ALONE

BRECHT – Engage your students in a well known 
narrative, that they then subvert through an hilarious 
and thought provoking game show. This workshop 
addresses Narrative, the Verfremdungs Effect 
(Alienation), Gestus, Didacticism and Epic Theatre.

ABSURD – This exploration of the lengthy and 
diverse period of the Absurd, begins with the 
all important existentialist hero and ends with 
the pregnant pause. This workshop addresses 
Characterisation, the Pause, High and Low Language, 
Performance Styles and the Group Vs the Individual.

SHAKESPEARE (A VISCERAL APPROACH)
Want to lift the language off the page? This 
workshop allows the student to explore a physical/
visceral approach to the text. Watch as your 
students instinctually and easily comprehend 
Shakespeare. This workshop contains Text Analysis, 
Vocal Work, Thematic Punctuation, Critical Thinking, 
Imaging, Verse Vs Prose and the ‘Mind’s Eye’.

SHAKESPEARE (CHOOSE YOUR OWN 
PLAY) - Working on a specific Shakespearean text? 
Every play has its own internal music which is the 
key to its identity and poetic drive. This workshop 
unpacks the Verse and Prose in the play’s scenes to 
unlock the true nature of the play’s characters and 
the world in which they live. This workshop contains 
Text Analysis, Vocal Work, Thematic Punctuation, 
Critical Thinking, Imaging, Verse Vs Prose and the 
‘Mind’s Eye’.



STEP BY STEP BOOKING

1. BOOK ONLINE

Book on our website easily at www.grinandtonictheatre.com.au
or email your booking to kellie@grinandtonictheatre.com.au

2. CONFIRM
You will receive a confirmation via email at the beginning of 2017. 
Invoices will be emailed after the performance - no 
booking fee is required!

4. PAYMENT

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

Name: Drama Dragons

Bank: National Australia Bank

BSB: 084-447

ACCT: 83-049-9963

Bank Cheque

Cheques can be made out to:

Drama Dragons PTY LTD

5. MORE INFORMATION?
Online: www.grinandtonictheatre.com.au
Booking Line: (07) 3161 6926 
Post: 4 Lynwood Court
Ferny Hills, QLD 4055 
Email: kellie@grinandtonictheatre.com.au

Teachers notes will be made available by email request.

* Cancellations made within 8 school weeks of the performance date will 
result in the full minimum fee $1155.00 being payable by the school.



BOOKINGS FORM 2017
BOOKING DETAILSS

Contact Teacher:     Position:  

Email Address:: 

Telephone  

Study Text  

Program Details 
2017

Subject
Area

Cost

Hamlet/Macbeth 
& The Complete 
Death

Macbeth 
Hamlet

English
Drama

$1155 for up to 150 students 
Additional students 
$7.70 each

Romeo & Juliet 
Must Die

Romeo & Juliet English
Drama

$1155 for up to 150 students 
Additional students 
$7.70 each

The Lunatic, The 
Lover and The Poet

A Midsummer Nights’ Dream
Much Ado About Nothing
Taming of the Shrew
Henry VI

English 
Drama

$1155 for up to 150 students 
Additional students 
$7.70 each

Our Place Australian Poetry/Plays English
Drama

$1155 for up to 150 students 
Additional students 
$7.70 each

Hoods  
7 Stages of Grieving

Brechtian Theatre
Political Theatre

Drama $880 for up to 80 students 
Additional students 
$9.90 each

Workshops Various Drama
English

$440 for up to 30 students 
Additional students 
$9.90 each

Booking Details Show 1 Show 2 Show 3 Show 4                        

Name of Show

Preferred Date and Time

Year Level

Send Via

The Grin and Tonic 
Theatre Troupe
4 Lynwood Court
Ferny Hills, QLD 4055 

Email:
kellie@grinandtonictheatre.com.au

Phone: 
(07) 3161 6926 

All shows available Term 1-4 
EXCEPT The 7 Stages of Grieving - Term 3 ONLY





 I was left speechless
Something so meaningful and beautiful, created through symbols
Each layer of the circle representing something different
It was so moving

Student from Southern Cross Catholic College



PLAY ON
WWW.GRINANDTONICTHEATRE.COM.AU


